
CANVAS 
Film runs 1 hour 40 minutes. 

Mental illness stretches a loving family to the breaking point in this independent drama. 
Chris Marino (Devon Gearhart) is a ten-year-old boy growing up in a small oceanside 
community in Florida. Chris's father John (Joe Pantoliano) is a construction worker who is 
struggling to hold the family together under difficult circumstances -- his wife and Chris' 
mother, Mary (Marcia Gay Harden), has been diagnosed with schizophrenia, and while 
they've been pursuing a variety of treatment options, Mary's condition continues to slowly 
deteriorate as she hears phantom sounds, has hallucinations, and becomes increasingly 
paranoid. While Joe tries to explain Mary's disease to Chris, her actions have turned her 
into an increasingly frightening and embarrassing stranger to her son, and Mary is clearly 
aware of the toll her condition has taken on the family but can’t help herself. After a 
violent incident results in a call from the police, Mary enters a mental hospital, and as Joe 
begins to buckle under the pressure of his circumstances, he quits his job and devotes all 

his spare time to building a sailboat, a project that reminds him of better days for Mary and himself. Canvas was the first feature film from 
writer and director Joseph Greco, who drew inspiration from the story of his mother, who was diagnosed with schizophrenia when he was 
growing up.  

“It’s like a love letter to my parents.  I felt this was my way of sublimating what I had gone through.  Every filmmaker has something they 
are passionate about, and for me, it’s mental illness.” -- Joseph Greco, Writer/Director of Canvas 

 “Canvas is one of the few dramatic films that are authentic in their depiction of schizophrenia.  It is both heart-breaking and heart-
warming.”  --  Mike Fitzpatrick, Executive Director, NAMI 

 

CANVAS DVDs FOR SALE:  $10 (plus shipping) 
. 
 

Name:         Agency:        
Number of DVDs:     at $10 each.       
Total Amount Due:    (plus shipping) 

 

FAX THIS ORDER FORM TO:  (517) 374-1053 
OR MAIL TO:  MACMHB, 426 S. Walnut Street, Lansing, MI  48933 

 
If you have any questions, please call MACMHB at 517-374-6848. 

(    )  Check enclosed (payable to MACMHB) 
(    )  Charge to:            Visa           MasterCard           American Express           Discover 

#:                     -                     -                      -                      Exp. Date:_______/_______ 

Address:                

Signature:_______________________________________ Cardholder Phone #:      

(    )  Bill to Agency: 


